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102.05  ALIENS 
 
The purpose of this section is to provide information and instructions for determining 
alien status and level of Medicaid coverage. In general, eligibility and level of coverage 
is based on the alien’s date of entry into the U. S., the date qualified alien status was 
obtained and/or the alien’s immigration status.   
 
Qualified Aliens 
 
Individuals living in the United States, who are not citizens, by birth or acquisition, and 
are not U. S. Nationals, are aliens. For Medicaid purposes, certain aliens are referred 
to as “qualified”, meaning they are potentially eligible for full Medicaid services just like 
U. S. citizens.  Each applicant declaring to be a qualified alien is responsible to 
provide, or cooperate in obtaining, documentation of alien status.  
 
Non‐Qualified Aliens 
 
"Non-qualified aliens" are non-citizens are potentially eligible only for Emergency 
Medicaid services; however, there may be exceptions. Non-citizens applying for 
Emergency Medicaid services are not required to disclose information regarding 
citizenship, alien status or enumeration and should not be requested to do so. All 
applicable program requirements must be met before an alien is eligible for either full 
Medicaid or Emergency Medicaid services.       
 
102.05.01  GRANDFATHERED ALIENS 
 
Effective 8/22/96, the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act 
of 1996 (PRWORA) limited alien eligibility for Medicaid and other federal programs.  
However, Mississippi elected to “grandfather in” aliens who were receiving and eligible 
for Medicaid on that date.  
 
This means the grandfathered alien, who is lawfully residing in the U. S., has the right 
to have his eligibility continue under the alien policy in effect prior to 8/22/96. He 
also retains grandfathered rights if benefits are terminated and eligibility is later 
reestablished.  
 
VERIFICATION PROCEDURES FOR GRANDFATHERED ALIENS 
 
A “grandfathered alien” is an  individual who is  lawfully residing  in the U. S. and was receiving 
and  eligible  for  Medicaid  on  8/22/96.  When  there  is  an  indication  an  alien  is  potentially 
“grandfathered”, the specialist must:  
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VERIFICATION PROCEDURES FOR GRANDFATHERED ALIENS (Continued) 
 
(1) request immigration documents,  
(2) verify alien status through the Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements system 
       and      
(3) establish eligibility on 8/22/96 in MS or another state.   
 

If the individual received Medicaid in Mississippi, check for eligibility on 8/22/96 in the Medicaid 
Management Information System (MMIS). If the individual received Medicaid in another state, 
verify eligibility on 8/22/96 with  the other state. Documentation of a telephone contact with 
the other state is adequate verification.   
 
If the returned SAVE form indicates the alien is lawfully residing in the U. S. and the eligibility 
check  revealed  the  alien  was  eligible  for  and  receiving Medicaid  8/22/96,  the  individual  is 
eligible for full Medicaid, provided other program eligibility factors are met.   
 
If  the  alien was  receiving Medicaid  on  8/22/1996,  but was  subsequently  determined  to  be 
ineligible, his status as a qualified alien must be determined for full Medicaid coverage. If he is 
not a qualified alien, he may be eligible for Emergency Medicaid services.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


