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Section I - Program Description 
 
1) Provide a summary of the proposed Demonstration program, and how it will further the 

objectives of title XIX and/or title XXI of the Social Security Act (the Act).   
 
The Healthier Mississippi Waiver (HMW) Demonstration operates statewide and 
provides coverage for aged or disabled individuals with income at or below 135 percent 
of the Federal poverty level (FPL) who are not eligible for Medicare and do not 
otherwise qualify for Medicaid.  This Demonstration is not available for individuals who 
qualify under another waiver or CHIP. 

 
2) Include the rationale for the Demonstration. 

 
Provision of services through this Demonstration will slow the deterioration of health 
statuses of this population and will ameliorate the improper use of emergency 
departments; reduce hospitalizations as the result of inadequate primary and 
preventive; and reduce the occurrence of premature nursing facility placement .  
Without the services of this waiver this population would eventually become eligible for 
Medicaid at the special income standard (300% of SSI) for individuals who are in 
institutions for at least 30 consecutive days. 

 
3) Describe the hypotheses that will be tested/evaluated during the Demonstration’s 

approval period and the plan by which the State will use to test them. 
 
1. Waiver enrollees will have more stable health statuses as a result of access to 
primary and preventive care. 

 
Evaluation Parameters include stateside surveys to assess availability of healthcare 
resources.  The survey will be a representative random sample of waiver participants.  
The individuals surveyed will be asked questions concerning current and past 
availability of healthcare resources such as other insurance coverage, rural health 
clinics, and other services. 

 
2. Adequate primary and preventive care will prevent or delay admission to nursing 
facilities. 

 
Evaluation Parameters include an analysis of Medicaid claims data and other data to 
determine rates of nursing facility admissions among various diagnosis groups 
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identified in the development of this demonstration.  Trend analyses will be used to 
compare the rates of institutionalization before and after the implementation of the 
expansion project. 

 
3. Provision of services will result in a cost savings as hospital admissions and 
improper use of emergency department will be reduced. 

 
Evaluation Parameters include an analysis of Medicaid claims data and other data to 
determine costs among various diagnosis groups associated with early nursing facility 
admissions identified in the development of this demonstration.  Trend analyses will 
be used to compare the rates of institutionalization before and after the 
implementation for the expansion project. 
 

4) Describe where the Demonstration will operate, i.e., statewide, or in specific regions 
within the State. 

 
 MHW operates on a state wide basis. 
 
5) Include the proposed timeframe for the Demonstration. 
 
 The proposed demonstration renewal is requested for the period of January 1, 2015, 

through December 31, 2017. 
 
6) Describe whether the Demonstration will affect and/or modify other components of the 

State’s current Medicaid and CHIP programs outside of eligibility, benefits, cost sharing or 
delivery systems. 

 
The demonstration will not affect and/or modify other components of the state’s current 
Medicaid and CHIP programs outside of eligibility, benefits, cost sharing or delivery 
systems. 

 
Section II – Demonstration Eligibility 
 

1)  Include a chart identifying any populations whose eligibility will be affected by the 
Demonstration. 

 
Eligibility Group Name N/A Income Level 

Aged or disabled 
individuals 

without Medicare 

None Income Level at or below 
136% FPL 
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2) Describe the standards and methodologies the state will use to determine eligibility 

for any populations whose eligibility is changed under the Demonstration, to the 
extent those standards or methodologies differ from the State plan. 

 
Applicants who meet the following criteria will be enrolled in the waiver: 

 
1. Individual is over 65 years of age OR meets the SSI disability definition; and 
2. Individual DOES NOT have Medicare; and 
3. Income is below 135% of FPL; and 
4. Resources remain under $4,000 for an individual or $6,000 for a couple; 

and 
5. Individual is not otherwise eligible for any State Plan category of eligibility, 

CHIP or other waiver. 
 

When the individual becomes eligible for Medicare he/she will no longer qualify 
for the HMW.  The individual’s file will be reviewed to see if he/she can qualify for 
another Medicaid category of eligibility. 

 
3) Specify any enrollment limits that apply for expansion populations under the 

Demonstration.  
 

 The HMW is capped at 5,500 enrollees. 
 
            4)  Provide the projected number of individuals who would be eligible for the  

     Demonstration, and indicate if the projections are based on current state 
 programs. 

 
The projected number of eligible individuals for the demonstration is 5,500. 
Enrollment in the HMW has remained under 5,500 since implementation.  No 
increase is expected.  Applicants for the HMW that would exceed the cap are 
placed on a waiting list and are enrolled when a slot becomes available. 

 
5) To the extent that long term services and supports are furnished (either in 

institutions or the community), describe how the Demonstration will address 
post-eligibility treatment of income, if applicable.   

 
Long-term care services and supports do not apply to the HMW.  

 
 

Section III – Demonstration Benefits and Cost Sharing Requirements 
 

1)  Indicate whether the benefits provided under the Demonstration differ 
from those provided under the Medicaid and/or CHIP State plan (if no, 
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please skip questions 3-7): 
 

Yes No (if no, please skip questions 3-7) 
 

 
2)  Indicate whether the cost sharing requirements under the Demonstration differ 

from those provided under the Medicaid and/or CHIP State plan (if no, please skip 
questions 8-11): 

 
Yes  No (if no, please skip questions 8-11) 

 
 

Cost sharing requirements under the MHW are the same as under the State 
plan. 

 
3)  If changes are proposed, or if different benefit packages will apply to different 

eligibility groups affected by the Demonstration, please include a chart specifying 
the benefit package that each eligibility group will receive under the 
Demonstration: 

 
                                                        Benefits Package Chart  

Eligibility Group Benefit Package 
Healthier Mississippi adults Reduced Benefit Package 
Healthier Mississippi children Full State Plan Benefits 

 
 
 

4)  If electing benchmark-equivalent coverage for a population please indicate which 
standard is beings used: 

 
The Healthier Mississippi Waiver does not use bench-mark equivalent coverage for 
any populations. 

 
 

5)  Please complete the following chart if the Demonstration will provide benefits that 
differ from the Medicaid or CHIP State plan. 

 
The Healthier Mississippi Waiver does not provide benefits other than those in the 
State plan.  State plan co-payments and service limits apply.  All State plan services 
are provided except for those listed below.   

  
 

 
Five MS State Plan Benefits Not Covered For Adults 

 
Long Term Services and Supports (either in institutions or community) 

Chiropractic 
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Podiatry 
Eyeglasses 

Dental 
 

6) Indicate whether Long Term Services and Supports will be provided. 
 

Long Term Services and Supports will not be provided. 
 

7) Indicate whether premium assistance for employer sponsored coverage will be 
available through the Demonstration. 

 
Premium assistance for employer sponsored coverage will not be provided. 

 
Section IV – Delivery System and Payment Rates for Services 
 

1) Indicate whether the delivery system used to provide benefits to Demonstration 
participants will differ from the Medicaid and/or CHIP State plan 

 
The delivery system used to provide benefits to HMW participants will not differ 
from the Medicaid fee-for-service State Plan.  Services provided through the 
Healthier Mississippi waiver will be paid through the fee-for-service methodology.  
There are no deviations from State plan payment rates.  There are no payments 
through managed care entities and no quality-based supplemental payments. 

 
Section V – Implementation of Demonstration 
 

This Demonstration began operation January 2006.  The State requests continuation 
of the Demonstration from January 1, 2015, through December 31, 2017.  No changes 
are requested at this time.  Enrollment will continue to be processed by Medicaid 
eligibility regional offices throughout the state.  Written information is provided in 
the regional offices and is available on Mississippi Division of Medicaid’s website 
at www.medicaid.ms.gov. MS will not be contracting with managed care organization 
to provide HMW benefits. 

 
Section VI – Demonstration Financing and Budget Neutrality 
 

Please refer to Attachment A for Demonstration Financing and Budget Neutrality. 
 
Section VII – List of Proposed Waivers and Expenditure Authorities 
 

MS is requesting waiver of selected Medicaid requirements to enable the operation of 

http://www.medicaid.ms.gov/
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the Healthier Mississippi Waiver as a Demonstration that will effectively meet the 
objectives as well as budget neutrality expectations. All Medicaid requirements apply, 
except for the following:  
 

Medicaid Requirement Expenditure Authority Waiver Request 
Comparability: Amount, 
Duration and Scope of 

Services 

Section 1902(a)(10)(B) To the extent necessary to 
allow the State to offer the 

Demonstration population a 
benefit package consisting  

of all State Plan services 
except Long Term Services 

and Supports (either in 
institutions or the 

community), Chiropractic, 
Podiatry, Dental, Eyeglasses 
for the Healthier Mississippi 

Waiver 
Comparability:  Eligibility 

Procedures 
Section 1902(a)(17)  To the extent necessary to 

allow the State to use an 
income limit not to exceed 

135% of the Federal poverty 
level through the HMW. 

 
Section VIII – Public Notice 

 
A notice requesting public comment on the proposed HMW renewal request was 
published in the Clarion Ledger on August 1, 2014.  This notice announced a 30-day 
comment period beginning August 1, 2014 to August 30, 2014 on the HMWrenewal 
request.  The notice included instructions for accessing an electronic copy or 
requesting a hard copy of the waiver request.  Instructions for submitting written 
comments were provided.  In addition, the notice included information about two 
public hearings scheduled to provide stakeholders and other interested parties the 
opportunity to comment on the waiver request.  The time and location for the two 
public hearings were provided.  Finally, the notice provided a link to a web page for 
complete information on the HMW request including public notice process, the public 
input process, planned hearings and a copy of the waiver application.  A copy of the 
HMW Clarion Ledger notice published on August 1, 2014 is provided as Attachment 
B. 

 
The Division of Medicaid web page at http://www.medicaid.ms.gov/proposed-
healthier-mississippi-waiver-demonstration-renewal/ apprises the public with 
information about the HMW renewal request.  The website includes information 

http://www.medicaid.ms.gov/proposed-healthier-mississippi-waiver-demonstration-renewal/
http://www.medicaid.ms.gov/proposed-healthier-mississippi-waiver-demonstration-renewal/
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about the public notice process, opportunities for public input and planned hearings.  
A copy of the initial draft of the HMW renewal request is posted. 

 
Two public hearings, one of which includes teleconference capability, are scheduled 
20 days prior to submitting the application to CMS.  The public hearings will be held 
to provide stakeholders and other interested parties the opportunity to comment on 
the waiver request.  The first public hearing is scheduled for Friday, August 15, 2014, 
at 10:30 a.m. at the Walter Sillers State Office Building, Suite 1000, located at 550 
High Street, Jackson, MS.  To join the teleconference, parties were instructed to dial a 
toll-free number. 

 
The second public hearing is scheduled for Wednesday, August 27, 2014, at 10:00 
a.m. at the War Memorial Building, located at 120 North State Street, Jackson, MS.  No 
teleconference is available for this hearing. 

 
On August 1, 2014 a letter was sent to the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians 
informing them of the State’s intent to submit a letter of request to extend the HMW.  
Please refer to Attachment C for a copy of the August 1, 2014 letter.  

 
Section IX – Demonstration Administration 
Please provide the contact information for the state’s point of contact for the Demonstration 
application.  
 

Name and Title: Melanie Wakeland, CPM, Executive Services Staff Officer III 
Telephone:  (601) 359-62866150 
Email Address: Melanie.wakeland@medicaid.ms.gov  

  

mailto:Melanie.wakeland@medicaid.ms.gov
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Attachment A 
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Demonstration Year Cumulative Budget 
Neutrality Expenditure 

Limit 

Expenditures for current 
enrollees and those 

disenrolled within one year 

Years 1 – 5 $350,250,000 $213,905,091 

Year 6 $448,787,000 $289,909,421 

Year 7 $552,743,535 $377,640,601 

Year 8 $662,417,679 $473,161,367 

Year 9 $778,123,901 574,331,790 

Year 10 $893,830,123 613,231,909 
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Attachment B 
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HEALTHIER MISSISSIPPI WAIVER DEMONSTRATION RENEWAL 
PUBLIC NOTICE AND COMMENT PERIOD 

 
AUGUST 1 – AUGUST 30, 2014 

 

Under the provisions of Title 42, Section 431.408, Code of Federal Regulations, public notice is hereby 
given to the submission of a Medicaid proposed demonstration renewal request of the Healthier Mississippi 
Waiver, effective January 1, 2015, - December 31, 2017. 
 

1.  The Healthier Mississippi Waiver renewal demonstration proposes no changes to the current 
demonstration set to expire December 31, 2014. 

 
2. A public hearing and teleconference on this proposed demonstration renewal request is being held 

Friday, August 15, 2014, at 10:30 a.m., at the Walter Sillers State Office Building, Suite 1001 
located at 550 High Street, Jackson, MS.  To join the teleconference dial toll-free 1-877-820-7831 
and enter the attendee access code: 3599662.  

 
3. A second public hearing is being held Wednesday, August 27, 2014, at 10:00 a.m. at the War 

Memorial Building located at 120 North State Street, Jackson, MS. No teleconference is available 
for this hearing. 

 
4.  The proposed demonstration renewal request and the full public notice are available for review 

at www.medicaid.ms.gov. 
 
5. Written comments will be received by the Division of Medicaid, Office of the Governor, Bureau of Policy, 

Walter Sillers Building, Suite 1000, 550 High Street, Jackson, Mississippi  39201, for thirty (30) days from 
the date of publication of this notice.  Comments will be available for public review at the above address and 
at www.medicaid.ms.gov. 

 
David J. Dzielak, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
Division of Medicaid 
Office of the Governor 
 
August 1, 2014 

  

http://www.medicaid.ms.gov/
http://www.medicaid.ms.gov/
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Attachment C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




	3. A second public hearing is being held Wednesday, August 27, 2014, at 10:00 a.m. at the War Memorial Building located at 120 North State Street, Jackson, MS. No teleconference is available for this hearing.

